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for instance, by taking advantage of the presence of some
religious teacher whose appearance is not specially related
to him, he may make for himself a new opportunity.
Still nothing can happen to a man which is not due to his
own karma.  There is a large reserve of karma not
actually in operation, i.e., Sanchita karma, as stated before,
and the new karma is deducted from or added to this
reserve, so that finally there is no favouritism or injustice.

Every one has a vast store of Sanchita karma
which must be worked out before he can be finally liberat-
ed. But as soon as he understands the purpose of life,
and taking his own evolution earnestly in hand endeav-
ours to eradicate the evil and rapidly to develop the good
within himself in order to become ever a more and more
perfect channel of the Divine Love, the Lords of Karma, in
recognition of his earnest desire, increase the amount of
evil karma to be worked out in the present life and help
him to discharge his old debt quickly. Thus many holy
and earnest souls seem to suffer because they are making
very rapid progress and are quickly paying off the debt
(since they have made themselves strong enough to do so)
in order that it may be cleared out of the way of their
future work.

Q. Then what about the so-called accidents,' say a
railway accident or a shipwreck, or seismic catastrophes
like an earthquake, where many sujfer together ?

Ans. People with appropriate individual karma are
gathered together to suffer collectively in such cases.
Again, souls are gathered into groups of families, castes,
nations, races, etc., considered as larger individuals and
have their own collective karma ; and it is here that room
is found for the so-called accidents as well as for the
adjustments continually being made by the Lords of